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ing Initiatives of Princeton.
2009 also saw the launch of the 
HIP website at www.housinginitia-
tivesofprinceton.org. On the site, 
you can keep up with our projects 
and events, get information on how 
you can help assist our clients, 
and learn about the challenges of 
affordable housing in New Jersey. 
Donating via the site is easy, so this 
is a great way to tell your friends 
about us and let them know how 
they can support our work

Finances 
We ended 2009 with a cash balance 
of $131,064. dollars an increase of 
$26,496 over 2008 year-end balance 
of $104, 568. We received income 
in the amount of $77,743 and had 
expenses in the amount of $48,747.

You Can Help…
Your generosity helps to offset expenses, such as rent, utilities, 
and operating costs for Prescott House, as well as professional 
case management services for our clients. In addition we are 
building a fund to acquire additional housing units to assist 
more families in need. Please support our efforts by making 
a tax deductible contribution. Donate online at www.housing-
initiativesofprinceton.org or donate by check. 
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Year in Review continued...

Tom Knobel
Tom has been a sustaining donor to 
Housing Initiatives of Princeton 
since 2004, when the �rst �oor 
apartment of Prescott House was 
dedicated to the memory of his late 
wife, Tu-Anh Pham. Princeton 
residents since 1994, Knobel and 
Pham had been attracted to the 
town’s village life and proximity to 
Manhattan, where Pham was Vice 
President at Alger Management in 
the World Trade Center. When 
Knobel �rst became aware of HIP’s 
mission to provide transitional 
housing to homeless families and 
individuals, he recalls, “it was an 
easy sell. My late wife was all about 
transition. As a Vietnamese refugee 
in the mid-70s, she understood what 
it meant to lose everything, to 
struggle against odds, and to begin 
again. She had navigated the 
delicate balance between pride and 
the genuine graciousness due those 
who helped her family make their 
way in a new country and culture.”

Even as an accomplished and 
successful professional, Pham 
experienced intolerance and bias 
related to both gender and race. 

“She fought through it, later 
mentoring friends and colleagues in 
their battles, ever an example, 
always generous with her time.” Had 
she an opportunity to support HIP, 
Knobel says, “Tu-Anh would have 
been �rst in line.”

In 2002, Knobel and his young daugh-
ter Vivi left Princeton and moved 
back to his small hometown in 
upstate New York, where he writes, 
serves on local arts- and service-
related boards, and continues to 
support HIP’s work. “It’s increasingly 
apparent to me how harsh are the 
realities facing women and their 
families trying to break free from 
cycles of abuse, violence, and 
dependency. The bigger the boost, 
the more community-based the 
transition, the better the chances for 
lasting success. The support and 
housing provided by HIP could help 
underscore or reset positive 
aspirations. Our support will 
continue because it’s needed and in 
celebration of Tu-Anh’s life.” 

Donor Pro�le

Board member Sally Oppenheimer 
was a friend of the late Peggy 
Prescott, for whom HIP’s Prescott 
House is named, and joined the HIP 
board at her request. A licensed 
clinical social worker and psychiatric 
social worker since 1963, Oppen-
heimer has worked for Trinity Coun-
seling service for the past 30 years. 

“I have compassion for the home-
less,” says Oppenheimer, “perhaps 
because my home means so much 
to me.” HIP’s one-family-at-a-time 
approach appeals to her because it 
mirrors her own therapeutic work. 
I am passionately concerned about 
social change and have been on 
picket lines, but temperamentally 
I am skilled at a more intimate ap-
proach to problems. I am so happy 
that we are looking into expanding 
past one house so that we can meet 
more people’s needs,” she says, re-
ferring to HIP’s intention to expand 
its work to additional properties 
beyond Prescott House, “but even if 
we help one family that means the 
earth to them.” As for her profes-
sional skills, Oppenheimer is happy 
to offer to them to HIP’s clients, 
often in conjunction with Jill Kauf-
man, the social worker from Jewish 
Family & Children’s Services who 
works with Prescott House tenants.

Sally 
Oppenheimmer

Notable Donations 
($1,000 or greater) 

J Seward Johnson, Jr. 1963  
Charitable Trust – $10,000 

The Curtis W. McGraw  
Foundation – $2,500. 

Steven and Rita Harowitz  
Philanthropic Fund – $2,500

Thomas Knobel – $2,000 

Korelitz Book Group – $1,500

REVENUE  $77,743

EXPENSES  $48,747

Grants  $26,000

Fundraising  $20,330

Donations  $14,230

Rent Contrib.  $13,880
Interest  $712

Rent   $16,800

Utilities  $11,335

Case Mgmt.  $6,713

Fundraising  $4,815

Other Operating  $9,084
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